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Amartya Sen: GDP and Life Expectancy 

Sen 1999: 47  

Th
e 

bl
ac

k 
ba

rs
 re

pr
es

en
t t

he
 a

ve
ra

ge
 p

er
-c

ap
ita

 
in

co
m

e,
 g

re
y 

ba
rs

 th
e 

av
er

ag
e 

lif
e 

ex
pe

ct
an

cy
. 

Pe
r C

ap
ita

 G
D

P 
(in

 U
S 

D
ol

la
r)

 

   
Li

fe
 E

xp
ec

ta
nc

y 
at

 B
irt

h 
(in

 Y
ea

rs
) 

Kerala    China    Sri Lanka  Namibia   Brazil   South Africa  Gabun 



Resources and Conversion of Resources: Sen 

Income 

Health Education 



Shift (Causation) and Drift (Selection) I  

Socio-econ. Status 
of Parents 

Health of Young Child 

Socio-econ. Status of 
Adult Child 

Health of Adult Child 

According to Mackenbach et al. (1994), Mielck (2000: 266), with extensions 
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Shift (Causation) and Drift (Selection) II 

Socio-econ. Status 
of Parents 

Health of Young Child 

Socio-econ. Status of 
Adult Child 

Health of Adult Child 

Drift Shift 

According to Mackenbach et al. (1994), Mielck (2000: 266), with extensions 

Shift 

Health 
Mortgage 

Social 
Mortgage 



Resources and Conversion of Resources: Sen & Bourdieu 

Income 
(Economic Capital) 

Health Education 
(Cultural Capital) 

Social Capital 



Resources and Conversion of Resources: Sen, Bourdieu, & others 

Time Psychical 
Resources 

Income 
(Economic Capital) 

Health Education 
(Cultural Capital) 

Social Capital 

Psychical Resource Theories: Foa & Foa 1974, 1976; Hobfoll 1989; 
Hobfoll & Jackson 1991; Becker 1997; cf. Schubert 1994, 2004 



Wofür Ressourcentheorie? Mikroebene 

Living Conditions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Social Policy 
Institutions: 

Institutions of 
the Education 

System and the 
Health System, 

Transfer 
Payments 

Companies, 
Markets,  

 Wages Policy, 
Occupational  

Safety, 
Consumer 

Safety 

Personal Relat-
ions as contribu-
tors of resources: 
Family / Friends / 
Acquaintances 

Transfer of  
Education, Social 

Capital and 
Psychical 
Resources 
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Multi-Level Model 
of Resource 
Distribution and 
Conversion 

Cultural Level: Cultural attitudes determine the structure 
of a welfare state (welfare regime). 

Feedback not 
displayed 

Income 

Health 

Education 

Soc. Capital 

Time 

Psych. Res. 

 

Political Level: The organisation of welfare 
policy determines the distributional 

mechanisms. 



Preventive Educational Policy and Compensatory Social Policy 

  Preventive Educational 
Policy 

Compensatory Social 
Policy 

Phase of Life Mainly Youth Mainly older 

Time Bias Prospective Retrospective 

Format Influencing the 
preconditions of future 
market processes 

Reacting on already 
established market 
outcomes 

Typical Social Policy 
approaches 

Acquiring qualification for 
future developments 
(service) 

Compensatory monetary 
transfers 

Relationship Status status-creating status-maintaining 

Source: Allmendinger / Leibfried 2003: 64, modified 



Resource Theory – What for? Its Relevance for Social Policy and 
Sociology 

Module 1: Resource and Resource Conversion 

 Multi-dimensional analysis of the meaning of inequality and deprivation 
(incl. consideration of health effects) 

 Interdisciplinary Model integrating Economics, Sociology, Psychology, 
and Social Epidemiology 

 Possibility to Analyse the Course of Life by Resources and the Capability 
to Convert Resources 
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Module 2: Multi-level Model of Resource Distribution 

 Description of socio-political interventions near to every day life and 
problems 

 One model for the description of inequality and the social policy effects 
on inequality 

 New approach to compare welfare policies 

 Possibility to discuss justice in a more complex way 
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